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358 Book Reviews 

has been said, it will be seen that the work is of more than usual impor- 
tance and indispensable for those interested in the subject, as well as 
valuable for collectors. The patience shown in the investigation of these 
little objects, which have hitherto been too largely ignored, and the skill 
exhibited in the attractive presentation of the results deserve all praise. 

MiNTON Waeren 
Harvard University 



Sprachpsychologie und Sprachunterricht. Eine kritische Studie. 
Von Feiedrich Baumann. Halle: Niemeyer, 1905. Pp. 
142. M. 3. 
This is a very sane and searching critical discussion of three recent 
monographs dealing with the teaching of foreign (especially modern) 
languages, viz., E. v. Sallwurk's Filnf Kapitel vom Erlernen fremder 
Sprachen (Berlin, 1898), O. Ganzmann's Ober Sprach- und Sachvorstel- 
lungen (Berlin, 1902, in Ziegler and Ziehen's Sammlung von Abhand- 
lungen aus d. Gebiete der pddagogischen Psychologic und Physiologic 
IV. 6) axid^.lSiggerVsDerpsychologischeZusammenhanginder Didaktik 
des neusprachlichcn Rcformunterrichts (Berlin, 1904, ibid. VII. 4). 
Baumann warns against the exaggerated importance attached by many 
adherents of the reform movement to the spoken language as contrasted 
with the written and literary language. He contends that the main pur- 
pose and aim of language teaching in the German higher schools is not 
facility in the speaking of the foreign language or in the understanding 
of it when spoken. Those who desire such facility can gain it either in 
special classes (such as those provided by the Berlitz schools), or by resi- 
dence in the foreign country, or by the employment of a governess. The 
main goal of the teaching of a foreign (even a modern tongue) in the 
Gymnasium, Realgymnasium, and schools of similar character is ability 
to read the important and valuable literary works written in it. It is not 
the conversational language of every -day life which is most important for 
the student of such an institution but the literary language employed by 
the standard writers. Kather than articulatory and acoustic the training 
should be visual and graphic. Too little emphasis is now placed, accord- 
ing to Baumann (p. 127), on the methodological value of written exercises 
as a help toward memorizing. Considering, furthermore, ' Bildung ' rather 
than 'Fertigkeit' as the aim of the linguistic training of the German 
schools he insists on the retention of grammatical drill. For while a 
knowledge of grammar is not essential to one whose only object is facility 
in the use of the colloquial speech it is indispensable for a penetration of 
the structure of a foreign tongue, and an adequate comparison of the 
foreign with the native language. In fact the difference between eine 
Sprache kOnnen and cine Sprache kennen lies in this very point. 

Hanns Oebtel 



